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2nd Beeston Sea Scouts continues to offer a wide range of activities from ages 6 to 18, with 
an emphasis on water activities at our Barton Island base. During the summer months, our 
Scout and Explorer sections take part in water activities at Barton Island every week, with 
our Beaver and Cub sections spending as many weeks as they can on Beeston Canal. In 
Beavers to Scouts, the emphasis is on achieving the Chief Scout Awards, which ensures a 
well-balanced programme. At Explorers, our involvement with the local district enables our 
young people to engage with the Duke of Edinburgh, Young Leader, and King Scout Award 
programmes, giving our young people impressive entries for their CVs and a flavour of 
volunteering. Outside the regular meetings, all of our sections have taken in part in several 
of the district events, such as the NESST challenge hike and the Big Weekend. 
 
In summer 2024 we took over 20 Scouts and Explorers to Rotterdam Scout camp site which 
was brilliant. We took the train from Beeston to London, then onto the Eurostar and some 
local tubes to the other end. We had a jam packed schedule with trips all over Holland, 
including Gouda and Amsterdam. It’s safe to say the Scouts and Explorers were exhausted 
after the trip, as were the leaders.  
 
This has been a stable year for the group, which has stayed roughly the same size as last 
year, with a total of 76 Young People and 46 adult volunteers — 28 of those regularly 
volunteering with us. 
 
People: 
Throughout 2024, we have had a strong sectional teams led by our four fantastic section 
leaders.  
 
In 2024, we welcomed two new volunteers: 

●​ Eamonn McDaid (Scouts and Board of Trustees) 
●​ Phil Heathcote (Explorers) 

 
Number per section (end of 2024): 
 

 Young People Volunteers 

Beavers 14 3 

Cubs 24 4 

Scouts 21 5 

Explorers 17 4 

Total 76 16 
 



Activity highlights for 2024: 
Beavers: 
This year we have been fortunate enough to have a new volunteer join us. We now have 
four adults supporting the group, which has meant we have been able to run boating on the 
canal and go to the Island open day. The Beavers have worked on lots of badges including 
health and fitness, experiment, personal challenge and builder. We really enjoyed the 
Conkers sleep over and many of the Beavers earned their first holes and nights away 
badges. Some of us also went to Manor Farm park for the District activity day where we got 
to hold owls and groom ponies. It has also been really great to see the Beavers completing 
some badges at home and earn cycling, cook, swimming and book reader. 
 
Cubs: 
The cub section had a busy 2024, with lots of new skills and badges gained. The cubs 
worked on their map skills, athletics and teamwork badges, and cooking featured throughout 
the year with pancakes, campfire s'mores and a gingerbread house building and decorating 
night. We attended two camps in 2024, the Big Weekend county camp at Newark 
Showground and our pack summer camp at Sherbrooke scout campsite. We managed to fit 
in 5 paddling sessions on the canal in July and September, and lots of the cubs enjoyed 
taster sessions at the Barton Island Family Activities. For many this was their first trip to the 
island and an opportunity to paddle independent craft on the river for the first time too. 
Leaders and cubs alike also enjoyed our first board game night where everyone taught 
others how to play their favourite games! Our two young leaders have grown from strength 
to strength over the years they've been with the cub section and are now an invaluable part 
of our leadership team. 
 
Scouts: 
It has been another fantastic and successful year for the 2nd Beeston Sea Scout section. 
Our membership remains strong with approximately 24 Scouts on the books, all of whom 
have shown incredible enthusiasm and commitment. 
 
As is tradition, our programme has been split between our two fantastic bases. During the 
darker evenings from autumn through to early spring, our land base provided the perfect 
venue for developing core scouting skills. When the evenings became lighter and warmer, 
we transitioned to our water base, the island on the River Trent, for a busy season of boating 
and water activities. 
 
Membership  
The section has seen a healthy and dynamic year in terms of membership. We were proud 
to see seven of our eldest Scouts complete their journey with us and move on to the 
Explorer Scout Unit. A special mention must go to one of these Scouts, who was awarded 
the prestigious Chief Scout’s Gold Award at last year’s AGM. We are incredibly pleased to 
welcome her back to the section, where she has now returned as a Young Leader to support 
and inspire the next generation. 
 
Their departure made way for us to welcome new members. We had a strong intake of 
seven Cubs who swam up from the Pack, and we were also delighted to welcome three new 
members who have joined us from outside of scouting or from other groups. This healthy 



transition keeps our numbers strong at 24 members and shows the fantastic progression 
through the sections within our Group. 
 
Royal Navy Sea Scout National Swimming Gala  
 
A major highlight of our year was the Group's outstanding success at the Royal Navy Sea 
Scout National Swimming Gala, held at HMS Raleigh in Plymouth this February. We sent a 
team of four dedicated Scouts to represent our Group, and their performance was nothing 
short of historic.   
 
We are incredibly proud to report that for the first time in the Group’s history, we won the 
prestigious Otter Trophy. This is a particularly momentous achievement as the trophy was 
first competed for in 1910, making this a truly historic win for 2nd Beeston. 
 
The overall victory was built on a series of incredible individual and team performances. 
Across all events, our team secured an impressive haul of medals: 
🥇 2 Gold Medals 
🥈 7 Silver Medals 
🥉 1 Bronze Medal 
 
This incredible achievement is a testament to the hard work, training, and teamwork of these 
four Scouts. They represented 2nd Beeston with distinction, and we could not be prouder of 
them. 
 
Looking Ahead: Joint Survival Camp  
The leadership team is already busy planning for the upcoming year. We are particularly 
excited to confirm our joint Survival Camp with the Clifton Scout Group, which will take place 
at Hollygate Scout Camp on the weekend of the 11th and 12th of October 2025. This will be 
a key opportunity for Scouts from both groups to socialise, share skills, and put their 
traditional scouting knowledge into practice. 
 
Explorers: 

●​ Lots of water activities every week at the island 
●​ Paddling expedition planned for September, but unfortunately cancelled due to storm 
●​ Lots of external activities: 

○​ NESST Challenge Hike 
○​ Rock climbing & walking day in the Peak District 
○​ Aqua Park at Spring Lakes 
○​ Water activities weekend at Hoveringham 
○​ Oligopoly around Nottingham City 
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